25-26 March
off by the Red invasion of Shansi. There are eight British
adults and their children in Ilungtung, and nine adults and six
children in Pingyang. The Uritish Kmhassy in Peking gave
warning to these missionaries on 3 March, but they remained
at their posts.
Mr. Hirota, the new Prime Minister of Japan, declared to
foreign correspondents that his pledge thai there \vould be no
war while he was Foreign Minister would hold good while he
was Prime Minister. The Cabinet's policy was unchanged, but
they would expedite the settlement of questions which had been
too long delayed. Its primary aim was the adjustment of Japan's
relations with China, Manehukuo, and Russia, but the (Govern-
ment did not propose hasty action either at home or abroad.
Thursday 26	british policy
Mr. Eden in the House of Commons spoke on British policy.
He began by expressing the Government's sincere thanks to
all parties and to the members for their restraint during an
anxious period. c*We must distinguish," he said, "between
what may be national sentiment and what are, for good or ill,
our national obligations. Likely enough there may be many
people in this country who say to themselves now, 'In our judg-
ment the territories of France and Germany should be treated
on exactly equal terms/ It may be that people feel that. But
those are not the terms of the Treaty of Locarno. Those are
not the terms of the treaty of which we arc guarantors, and the
treaty which has formed the main element in the security of
Western Europe for the last ten years. If I put the matter in
this way, it is because 1 believe there is a special responsibility
on this country at this time, and 1 want to begin to try to place
matters in their true perspective by giving the House a brief
account of the origins of this demilitarised xone, for 1 do not
believe that they are generally appreciated.
"If Germany wished," said he, uas she was clearly entitled to
wish, to modify any part of this treaty, negotiations were open
to her. Germany has claimed—as she has from her own point
of view every right to claim if she believes it to be true—that
the Franco-Soviet Pact is inconsistent with the Locarno
Treaty, but I would draw the attention of the House in that
connection to Article 3 of the Locarno Treaty, which specifi-
cally provides for such a contingency. Under that article,
Germany and Belgium, and Germany and France, undertake
to settle by peaceful means, and in the manner laid down
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